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UPPER PROVIDENCE

Township again tops safest paces list

Delaware County is
cited with having the saf-
est town in the state ac-
cording to a online study
-published in May.

' Consumer resource
website www.valuepen-
guin.com lists Upper Prov-
idence Township at the
pole position in its 2016
Safest Places in Pennsyl-
vania study, which ranked
over 200 municipalities
and cities in the state with
populations over 10,000
in regard to violent and
property crimes — putting
it at the top for the second
year in a row.

Upper Providence, a
township of approximately
°10,000, has “negligible” vi-
olent and property crimes
relative to its population,
according to the study. Us-
ing 2013 FBI crime sta-
tistics and a standard-
ized measure of offenses
per 100,000, Upper Prov-
idence had 19 violent and
242 property crimes, giv-
ing an adjusted score of 84
(the state average was 838).

“We're extremely proud
of it,” said Township Man-
ager Gregory Lebold about
the township’s 2015 acco-
lade., .

Lebold attributed the
township's safety to the
residents, business own-
ers and the police depart-
ment, noting that the de-
partment’s 13 full-time of-
ficers — including Chief
David Montella — and
three part-time officers
are quick to respend to
emergencies.

“It’s an honor and priv-
ilege to be a manager of a
community rated so high,”
said Lebold.

Value Penguin's meth-
odology weighed violent
crimes — murder/man-
slangter, rape, robbery
and aggravated assanlt—
at 90 percent and prop-
erty crimes at 10 percent
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to create a crimes score,
stating that violent crime
data points are "more
relevant when calculat-
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ing the relative safety of the crime score for an ad- munities with “very s!ight being “more sensitive” to

these cities.” An algorithm justed crime score, The upticks in crime.”

crime score fluctuations

was applied to the popu- study states this method  The study did not in- for fewer crimes commit-
lation and multiplied to accounts for smaller com- clude smaller boroughs for ted.




